
 

 

 NAVAJO COUNTY AGENDA ITEM REQUEST FORM 
 
Meeting Date:  April 28, 2015 Time Needed:  CONSENT 

Requesting Department:  Health Presenter(s) Name:  Mary Herring, Director 
 
Motion before the Board: Approve contract between Navajo County Public Health Services District and 
Public Health Partners, LLC, Wade Kartchner, M.D., MPH, Director for Public Health Medical 
Consultation and Alternative Medical Examiner Services for May 4, 2015 to June 30, 2016. 
 
Recommendation: (who, what, where, when, how, etc.)  Approve 
 
Background: (why should it be done, what will happen if not approved, etc. include resolution)  
 
Navajo County Public Health Services District is in need of medical consultation services for the Public 
Health Emergency Preparedness, Immunization, Environmental Health, Animal Control, International 
Travel Health, Vital Records Programs, Jail and Juvenile Detention Center as well as other public health 
issues.  In addition, Navajo County Public Health Services District is in need of Alternate Medical 
Examiner Services to include performing external examinations and/or performing record reviews when 
indicated.  Wade Kartchner, M.D., MPH is qualified to perform these duties.  Public Health Partners, 
LLC will be paid the rate of $6,000.00 per month, plus $750.00 for each external exam performed, 
$400.00 for each record review. 
 
 
 
Fiscal Impact: (what will it cost, where funds will come from, is it budgeted, etc.) 
 
 
Navajo County Public Health Services District will reduce expenses by contracting for services. 
 
 

Reviewed and 
approved by: 

County Manager 
☐ 

County Attorney 

☐ 

Human Resources 

☐ 

Finance 

☐ 

IT 

☐ 
 

Board Action Taken
Approved 

☐ 
Denied 
☐ 

No Action 
☐ 

Continued 
☐ 

Continued to: 
 

 
Approved with changes as follows:  

 

  
 
Clerk’s Notes 

Date: Initial: 

REMINDER: Email this coversheet and all backup documentation to BOS.Clerk by Noon the Tuesday 
before the BOS meeting.  



NAVAJO COUNTY 
CONTRACT FOR PUBLIC HEALTH MEDICAL CONSULTATION/ALTERNATIVE MEDICAL 

EXAMINER SERVICES WITH PUBLIC HEALTH PARTNERS, LLC,  
WADE KARTCHNER, M.D., MPH, DIRECTOR 

 
AGREEMENT made between Navajo County, Arizona, a political subdivision of the State of 

Arizona, (“County”), and Public Health Partners, LLC (“Independent Contractor”) effective May 4, 2015 
to June 30, 2016. 

                                         
WHEREAS, Navajo County has requested Public Health Medical Consultant/Alternative Medical 

Examiner services ("Project”); and 
 

WHEREAS, Independent Contractor represents that it has the necessary expertise to provide 
such services in accordance with the terms of this Agreement. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 
 
1. Services.  Independent Contractor shall perform the work described below in a competent and 

professional manner to the satisfaction of County.  
  

a. Public Health Medical Consultant duties include: 
  

 Developing and evaluating standards of care for medical care throughout the Nursing 
Department. 

 Develop and update standing medical orders for the public health nursing staff. 
 Act as the provider of record on all Insurance Contracts. 
 Provide medical and epidemiological consultation for routine disease surveillance and 

investigations into communicable disease outbreaks.  
 Provide medical consultation for any animal control issues, particularly rabies. 
 Provide medical consultation for vital records. 
 Provide medical consultation for public health emergency preparedness. 
 Provide medical and public health consultation during public health emergences. 
 Participate in emergency response drills and activities. 
 Act as the provider of record for the Center for Disease Control’s chempack. 
 Provide medical consultation for environmental health.  
 Provide medical consultation the International Travel Health Clinic. 
 Provider of record for the Yellow Fever clinic. 
 Serve as Tuberculosis Control medical consultant. 
 Serve as Medical director for the Jail and Juvenile Detention Center. 

 
b. Alternative Medical Examiner duties include: 

 
 In consultation with the Health Director, assists in formulating and implementing policy for 

the operation of the office. 
 Works with the Medicolegal Death Investigators on all cases referred to the office. 
 Performs external examinations when indicated. 
 Performs record reviews when indicated. 
 Directs the Medicolegal Death Investigators to take indicated cases to autopsy. 
 Authorizes all cremations within Navajo County. 

 
2. Independent Contractor’s Expertise.  Independent Contractor warrants that it has the ability, 

authority, capacity and professional expertise to perform this Agreement.   
 



 2

3. Independent Contractor.  Independent Contractor acknowledges that it is an independent 
contractor. Neither party is or shall purport to be an agent, employee, partner, joint venture or 
associate of the other.  An employee or agent of one party shall not be deemed an employer or 
agent of the other party for any purpose.  Taxes or Social Security contributions will not be 
withheld from any payment by County, and Independent Contractor shall be solely responsible for 
such matters. 

 
4. Subcontracts.  Independent Contractor shall not enter into any subcontract with respect to any 

of the work to be performed hereunder without County’s prior written approval. All subcontracts 
shall comply with applicable federal and state laws and regulations and shall impose on the 
subcontractor substantially the same obligations as are imposed on Independent Contractor by 
this Agreement with respect to those matters covered by Sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 14 and 17.  
Independent Contractor is responsible for full performance of this Agreement regardless of 
whether subcontractors are used. 

 
5. Term of Contract.  The term of this Contract shall commence upon the execution of this 

Agreement and shall continue for a period of One Year thereafter, unless terminated, cancelled or 
extended as otherwise provided herein. This Agreement is renewable on an annual basis if both 
parties mutually agree to the renewal of the Agreement, and continuation of this Agreement. 

 
6. Contract Price.  County shall pay Independent Contractor an amount of $3,000.00 BI-

MONTHLY, on the 15th and 30th of the month, for services provided as the Public Health Medical 
Consultant for the duration of this Contract for services provided under this Contract; and shall 
make an additional payment to the Independent Contractor for services provided in the capacity 
as the Alternative Medical Examiner. The Independent Contractor shall be paid in the amount of 
$750.00 for each external exam performed by the Independent Contractor, $400.00 for each 
record review performed by the Independent Contractor, and $25.00 for each cremation 
authorization performed by the Independent Contractor.  

 
7. Payment.  Contractor shall submit all invoices to the County Health Director of the County Health 

Department for Navajo County. Upon approval of the County Health Director, payment will be 
made by County within thirty (30) days after approval.  Each invoice shall detail the work 
performed during the billing period.  If the County fails to make any payment due the Independent 
Contractor for services and expenses within 30 days after receipt of Independent Contractor's 
invoice, the amount due to the Independent Contractor will be increased at a rate of 1% per 
month from said thirtieth day. 

 
8. Insurance Requirements.   
 

A. Independent Contractor shall maintain in effect, at all times during the term of this Agreement, 
insurance adequate to protect the County (and their respective officers and employees, 
participants and equipment funded under this Agreement) against such losses as set forth 
below.  Independent Contractor shall provide County with a current Certificate of Insurance or 
a certified copy of the insurance policy naming County as additional insured (except for Errors 
and Omissions coverage). 

 
B. The following types and amounts of insurance are required as minimums: 

 
General Liability 

  
Comprehensive Form Bodily Injury and            $1,000,000 
Premises-Operation Property Damage each occurrence 
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Standard minimum deductibles are allowed.  Any deductibles are the responsibility of 
Independent Contractor.  Independent Contractor shall immediately inform County of any 
cancellation of insurance or any decrease in the amount of coverage at least 30 days before 
such action takes place.  A violation of this provision may be treated as a material breach by 
County. Independent Contractor shall notify County upon any termination of its regular 
professional liability coverage and shall obtain extended liability coverage for a minimum of 
five years from the termination date. 
 

C. Independent Contractor acknowledges that the amounts of insurance coverage stated above 
shall not limit its liability under this Agreement. 

 
9. Indemnity.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, Independent Contractor shall defend, 

indemnify and hold harmless the County, its agents, officers, officials and employees from and 
against all claims, damages, losses and expenses (including but not limited to attorney fees, court 
costs, and the costs of appellate proceedings) relating to, arising out of or resulting from the 
negligent acts, errors, mistakes, omissions, work or services of the Independent Contractor, its 
agents, employees or subcontractors in the performance of this Agreement.  Independent 
Contractor’s duty to defend, hold harmless and indemnify the County, its agents, officers, officials, 
and employees shall arise in connection with any claim, damage, loss or expense that is 
attributable to bodily injury, sickness, disease, death or injury to, impairment or destruction of 
property including loss of use resulting therefrom, caused in whole or in part by any negligent act, 
error, mistake or omission in the performance of this Agreement including those by any person for 
whose negligent acts, errors, mistakes or omissions Independent Contractor may be liable. The 
amount and type of insurance coverage requirements set forth above shall not limit the scope of 
the indemnity in this paragraph.  

 
10. Non-Assignment.  Independent Contractor shall not assign any right or interest in this 

Agreement without County’s prior written approval, nor shall Independent Contractor delegate 
any duty hereunder without County’s prior written approval.   

 
11. Claims and Disputes.  All claims, disputes, and matters in question between the County and 

Independent Contractor arising out of this Agreement, which are not resolved to the satisfaction 
of either of the parties, will be decided through alternative dispute resolution prior to proceeding to 
litigation in Court. Failure to complete the review procedure specified herein shall be a complete 
bar to any legal action for any question which could have been submitted to an alternative dispute 
resolution proceeding for determination. 

 
12. Suspension and Termination by County: 
 

A. Suspension.  County may, without cause, order Independent Contractor in writing to 
suspend, delay or interrupt its performance in whole or part.  A payment adjustment shall be 
made for any services not provided resulting from the suspension, delay or interruption.   

 
B. Termination for Cause.  County may terminate this Agreement for cause if Independent 

Contractor fails to have certification; is arrested or convicted of any criminal offense, 
misdemeanor or felony which in the opinion of the County impairs Independent Contractor in 
performance of its duties; disregards laws, ordinances, rules, regulations or orders of the 
County or a public authority having jurisdiction; or otherwise commits a material breach of this 
Agreement.  When any of the foregoing causes exist, County shall give Independent 
Contractor written notice and a ten-day opportunity to cure the default.  If the default remains 
uncured, County may (without prejudice to any other rights or remedies it may have) terminate 
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this Agreement.  
 

C. Termination for Convenience.  County, by written notice to Independent Contractor, may 
terminate this Agreement in whole or part when in the sole discretion of County it is in 
County’s best interests to do so.  Independent Contractor shall be paid for all services 
provided, as well as reasonable termination expenses, provided that such payments, 
exclusive of termination expenses, shall not exceed the total amount payable pursuant to 
Section 6 less any payments previously made to Independent Contractor.   

 
D. Independent Contractor’s Responsibilities.  Upon receipt of a termination notice, 

Independent Contractor shall (a) promptly discontinue all services (unless the notice directs 
otherwise), (b) return any County property in possession of Independent Contractor, and (b) at 
County’s choice, deliver or otherwise make available to County all data, reports, summaries, 
and other information and materials developed or accumulated by Independent Contractor in 
performing this Agreement. 

 
13. Termination by Independent Contractor.  Independent Contractor may terminate this 

Agreement upon written notice to County if performance is made impossible for a period of 30 
consecutive calendar days for any of the following reasons through no act or fault of Independent 
Contractor or its agents, employees or subcontractors: issuance of an order by a court or other 
public authority having jurisdiction; an act of government, such as a declaration of national 
emergency; or a natural disaster or other Act of God.  Independent Contractor may also terminate 
this Agreement, upon written notice and a ten-day opportunity to cure, if the County fails to fulfill 
its obligations or to make any payment within the time set forth in Section 6.  

 
14. Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of Arizona. Any suit 

arising out of this Agreement shall be brought in the state courts of Arizona (with venue in Navajo 
County), but only after the review procedure specified in Section 10.  In the event that litigation 
arises regarding this agreement, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover their reasonable 
attorney’s fees and costs. 

 
15. Incorporation of Applicable Laws.  Every provision of law required by statute or regulation to 

be in this Agreement will be read and enforced as though included herein. Each party shall 
promptly notify the other upon discovery that any such provision has been omitted. 

 
16. Non-Collusion.  This Agreement is subject to the provisions of A.R.S. §38-511; the County may 

cancel this Agreement without penalty or further obligations by the County or any of its 
departments or agencies if any person significantly involved in initiating, negotiating, securing, 
drafting or creating the Agreement on behalf of the County or any of its departments or agencies, 
is at any time while the Agreement  or any extension of the Agreement is in effect, an employee 
of any other party to the contract in any capacity or a consultant to any other party of the 
Agreement with respect to the subject matter of the Agreement. 

 
17. One-Year Limitation on Actions.  No action shall be maintained by Independent Contractor on 

any claim based upon or arising out of this Agreement unless such action is commenced within 
one year after County’s final payment hereunder. 

 
18. Warranty.  Independent Contractor shall warranty work and services performed and provided 

under this Agreement to the County’s satisfaction.  If, for any reason, the work or services 
performed fail to meet County standards, Independent Contractor will repair or redo the work or 
services provided to the County’s satisfaction within fifteen (15) days of notice. 
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19.    Sanitary, Health and Safety Provisions.  The Independent Contractor shall provide and 
maintain in a neat, sanitary condition such accommodations for the use of his employees as 
required to comply with the requirements of the State and local boards of health, or of other 
bodies or tribunals having jurisdiction. 
 
Attention is directed to Federal, State and local laws, rules and regulations concerning 
construction safety and health standards.  The Independent Contractor shall not require any 
worker to work in surroundings or under conditions which are unsanitary, hazardous, or 
dangerous to his health or safety as determined under the Arizona Occupational Safety and 
Health Standards for Construction, adopted by the Industrial Commission of Arizona pursuant to 
the Authority in A.R.S. § 23-410.  
 

20. Compliance with Federal and State Laws / Legal Arizona Workers Act.  The Independent 
Contractor understands and acknowledges the applicability to it of the American with Disabilities 
Act, the Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986 and the Drug Free Workplace Act of 1989. 
The Independent Contractor must also comply with A.R.S. § 34-301, “Employment of Aliens on 
Public Works Prohibited”, and A.R.S. § 34-302, as amended, “Residence Requirements for 
Employees”.  

Under the provisions of A.R.S. §41-4401, Independent Contractor hereby warrants to the County 
that the Independent Contractor and each of its subcontractors (“Subcontractors”) will comply 
with, and are contractually obligated to comply with, all Federal Immigration laws and regulations 
that relate to their employees and A.R.S. §23-214(A) (hereinafter “Contractor Immigration 
Warranty”).  

A breach of the Contractor Immigration Warranty shall constitute a material breach of this 
Contract and shall subject the Contractor to penalties up to and including termination of this 
Contract at the sole discretion of the County.  

The County retains the legal right to inspect the papers of any Independent Contractor or 
Subcontractors employee who works on this Contract to ensure that the Independent Contractor 
or Subcontractor is complying with the Contractor Immigration Warranty.  Independent Contractor 
agrees to assist the County in regard to any such inspections.  
 
The County may, at its sole discretion, conduct random verification of the employment records of 
the Independent Contractor and any of subcontractors to ensure compliance with Contractor’s 
Immigration Warranty. Independent Contractor agrees to assist the County in regard to any 
random verifications performed.  
 
Neither the Independent Contractor nor any of Subcontractor shall be deemed to have materially 
breached the Contractor Immigration Warranty if the Independent Contractor or Subcontractor 
establishes that it has complied with the employment verification provisions prescribed by 
sections 274A and 274B of the Federal Immigration and Nationality Act and the E-Verify 
requirements prescribed by A.R.S. §23-214, Subsection A.  
 
The provisions of this Article must be included in any contract the Independent Contractor enters 
into with any and all of its subcontractors who provide services under this Contract or any 
subcontract. “Services” are defined as furnishing labor, time or effort in the State of Arizona by a 
contractor or subcontractor. Services include construction or maintenance of any structure, 
building or transportation facility or improvement to real property.  

 
21. Entire Agreement.  This Agreement and those documents incorporated by reference represent 

the entire understanding between the parties. No amendment shall be effective unless executed 
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by both parties with the same formality as this Agreement. Provided, however, that the County 
Manager is authorized to modify the scope of work as described in Section 1, in writing, with the 
concurrence of Independent Contractor so long as significant additional compensation is not 
required. 

 
22. Severability.  The provisions of this Agreement are severable. Any provision held to be invalid or 

unenforceable shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision. 
 
23.  Notices.  All notices, invoices and payments shall be in writing and may be given by personal 

delivery or certified mail.  The designated recipients are as follows:  
 

To Independent Contractor:   Public Health Partners, LLC  
      111 West Center Street 
      Snowflake, AZ  85937 

   
 
To County:    Health Director  

Navajo County Public Health Services District 
       117 E Buffalo Street 
      Holbrook, AZ 86025 

(928) 524-4750  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the duly authorized representatives of the parties have executed this 
Agreement as of the date first written above. 

 
NAVAJO COUNTY  
 
 
By       

Dawnafe Whitesinger, Chairman 
Navajo County Board of Supervisors  

 
 
DR. WADE KARTCHNER  

 
By _____________________________ 

Wade Kartchner, M.D., MPH, Director 
Public Health Partners, LLC  

 
STATE OFARIZONA   ) 
 ) ss. 
COUNTY OF __________ ) 
 
The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this _____ day of _____________, 20___, by 
      .  

 
 

 _________________________________ 
       Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: 
_____________________ 
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