
 

 

 

NAVAJO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS’ MINUTES 

Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

 

PRESENT:  Dawnafe Whitesinger, Supervisor; Lee Jack, Sr., Supervisor; and Steve Williams, 

Vice-Chairman were present in person.  Jesse Thompson, Chairman; and Jason E. Whiting, 

Supervisor, were absent. 

 9:04 a.m.  Call To Order: Pledge of Allegiance was led by Supervisor Whitesinger and 

Invocation was led by Supervisor Jack. Vice-Chairman Williams indicated that Supervisor 

Whiting, Chairman Thompson and James Jayne are at the NACo Conference in Washington 

DC.  

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: There were no comments from the public. 

CONSENT AGENDA:  a) Minutes: February 14, 2017 b) Constable Reports: Holbrook Precinct 

#1,  January; Winslow Precinct #2, January; and Snowflake Precinct #3, January, 2017 c) 

Constable Ethics, Standards & Training Board Grant Award Contract Number CNA17-602 in the 

amount of $2,500.00 to attend the National Constable and Marshal’s Association Conference in 

April 2017 d) Constable Ethics, Standards & Training Board Grant Award Contract Number 

CNA17-603 in the amount of $4,511.75 to attend the Nevada Handgun Training e) Constable 

Ethics, Standards & Training Board Grant Award Contract Number CNA17-506 in the amount of 

$2,978.00 for Miscellaneous Equipment f) Five year contract with Neopost MailFinance for new 

mail machine and maintenance agreement g) Amendment Number 2, to the Intergovernmental 

Agreement Number ADHS17-133196 with Arizona Department of Health Services for Emergency 

Preparedness Program amending the price sheet h) Approval of 1 Back Tax Land Parcel sold over 

the counter in the amount of $454.06 APN: 105-38-061 i) Approve Navajo County filing an amicus 

brief in Humphrey, et al. v. State of Arizona Court of Appeals No. 1 CA-CV 16-0570 j) Utility 

Easement conveyed to Arizona Public Service Company on APN: 109-15-016 at Section 18, Lots 

1 to 4, inclusive, E1/2, and E1/2W1/2, of Township 17 North, Range 21 East of the Gila and Salt 

River Base and Meridian, Navajo County, Arizona k) Sympathy Letter to Honorable Jamescita 

Peshlakai l) Thank you letter to Sheriff Mascher, Yavapai County m) Appointment of William 

Crull, Jill Grey, Linda Jo Hoy, Andrea Locurzio, Patricia Mayer, Kimberly Whitley, John Franklin, 

Michael Angelo, Jacqueline Day, Diane Anderson and Janis Newton as Democratic Precinct 

Committeemen for their respective precincts n) Appointment of Thomas Russell Helding and Tony 

J. Tangelos, Jr., as Republican Precinct Committeemen for their respective precincts: 

Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to authorize the Chairman to sign the items in the 

consent agenda; motion seconded by Supervisor Jack. Vote unanimous approving the motion.  

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION: Navajo County Recognizes Cherie Camp (Public Works 

Secretary) and Brandon Andrews (Public Works Logistics/Safety Coordinator) for their 

excellence in personal performance far exceeding organization expectations: Lea Peterson 

recognized those employees for their excellence in personal performance far exceeding 

organization expectations. A brief video was played.  Supervisor Whitesinger and Supervisor 

Jack extended their appreciation to those employees for their service. Supervisor Williams 

extended his appreciation to those employees and spoke about the reasons that these employees 

were nominated.  



 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES:  

a. Personnel Service Awards: Congratulations to the following employees for their continued 

service to Navajo County: Rick Denton (Public Works) 10 years and Kathleen Swietanski 

(Pinetop Justice Court) 10 years: Eric Scott recognized those employees for their continued 

service to Navajo County.  

b. Consideration and possible approval of Personnel Actions: Eric Scott reviewed the 22-item 

personnel action report. Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to approve the Personnel 

Action Report as presented; motion seconded by Supervisor Jack.  Vote unanimous approving 

the motion. 

 

COUNTY ATTORNEY: Consideration and possible authorization Authorize the Navajo 

County Attorney to sign the "Agreement for Legal Services" with the Husk Law Office for the 

prosecution of Pinal County Superior Court cases State v. Jose Valenzuela, CR 2015-0279 and 

State v. Arturo Jimenez, CR 2013-1710: Brandt Clark discussed the item and requested 

authorization of the Agreement for Legal Services. Vice-Chairman Williams indicated that this 

is a courtesy to Pinal County and this is not uncommon. Mr. Clark indicated that we have great 

partnerships with other counties and confirmed that there is no cost to Navajo County. 

Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to authorize the Navajo County Attorney to sign the 

“Agreement for Legal Services” with the Husk Law Office for the prosecution of Pinal County 

Superior Court cases State v. Jose Valenzuela, CR2015-0279 and State v. Arturo Jimenez, 

CR2013-1710; motion seconded by Supervisor Jack.   Vote unanimous approving the motion. 

WHITE MOUNTAIN LAKES COUNTY RECREATION IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT: 

Board of Directors Session: Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to enter into the White 

Mountain Lakes County Recreation Improvement District Board of Directors Session; motion 

seconded by Supervisor Jack.  Vote unanimous approving the motion. 

a. EXECUTIVE SESSION: pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03 (A) (4) for the Board to receive 

legal advice from its attorney regarding possible action on the pending litigation in CV2016-

00039 Berger v. White Mountain Lakes County Recreation Improvement District. Supervisor 

Whitesinger made a motion to enter into executive session for legal advice; motion seconded 

by Supervisor Jack. Vote unanimous approving the motion.  

 

The Board retired into executive session at 9:20 a.m. 

At 9:40 a.m., Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to come out of executive session and return 

to the White Mountain Lakes County Recreation Improvement District Board of Directors Session; 

motion seconded by Supervisor Black.  Vote unanimous approving the motion. 

 

b. RECONVENE: Consideration and possible authorization to enter into settlement negotiations 

with an amount not to exceed the amount discussed in executive session regarding pending 

litigation in CV2016-00039 Berger v. White Mountain Lakes County Recreation Improvement 

District: Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to enter into settlement negotiations with 

an amount not to exceed the amount discussed in executive session regarding pending litigation 

in CV2016-00039 Berger v. White Mountain Lakes County Recreation Improvement District; 

motion seconded by Supervisor Jack. Vote unanimous approving the motion.   

Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to return to regular session; motion seconded by 

Supervisor Jack. Vote unanimous approving the motion.  



 

 

COUNTY BUSINESS UPDATE: Report from Board members, County Attorney and Assistant 

County Manager: Brandt Clark indicated that Brad Carlyon is at the Supreme Court hearing a case 

right now. Assistant County Manager, Bryan Layton, spoke about the financial challenges the 

County is facing and that there are difficult choices ahead.  He expressed appreciation for the 

Board’s support.  Supervisor Jack gave an update on District I.  He indicated that he dug himself 

out of a foot of snow at his home this morning. He stated that his biggest concern is the Navajo 

Generation Station closure, Peabody Mine and Cholla Power Plant, which will result in the loss of 

many jobs. He stated that there was a special meeting of the Tribe yesterday in executive session 

where five options were proposed, and the results will be taken to Washington to meet with the 

Secretary of the Interior to see if there is a resolution to keep the plant going and that we should 

know the outcome by Friday. He stated that he is keeping busy with Red Dog projects.  He 

expressed appreciation to his colleagues and staff for their help.  Supervisor Whitesinger gave 

an update on District V. She thanked Public Works for their work on a frontage road in front of 

High Country Awards and those small businesses. She spoke about the financial challenges of the 

County which makes it harder to provide services.  She congratulated White Mountain Housing 

Authority for opening a transit system in Cibecue. She stated that she attended a partnership 

meeting with White Mountain Apache Tribe Transportation Department and ADOT regarding 

their projects they have going. She spoke about the hard decisions coming up due to the financial 

challenges and the need to do government differently, how do we really do that and have quality 

services for the people in our community. She stated that she continues to serve on the Sunrise 

Park Resort Board and encouraged everyone to take a look at their website for events coming soon. 

Vice-Chairman Williams gave an update on District IV.  He expressed appreciation for 

Chairman Thompson and Supervisor Whiting going back to Washington, D.C. to meet with our 

congressional officials on issues which affect our County. He stated that he attended the Natural 

Resources Working Group meeting last week and spoke about the tremendous partnership and 

good progress being made and that forest land is becoming open for restoration, which is good for 

the forest, local industry and the region. He indicated that he met with staff and elected officials 

and department heads regarding being proactive in finding ways to do Government more 

efficiently and better. He expressed appreciation to his fellow supervisors and staff for the work 

that they do.  

 

ADJOURN: At 9:53 a.m. Supervisor Whitesinger made a motion to adjourn; motion 

seconded by Supervisor Jack. Vote unanimous approving the motion.  

 

APPROVED:       DATED:  March 14, 2017 

 
Jesse Thompson, Chairman 

Navajo County Board of Supervisors 

 

ATTEST: 

 
Melissa W. Buckley, Clerk 

Navajo County Board of Supervisors 


