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SHERIFF KILARK
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On March 21, 1895, Apache County was split to create Navajo County.
(US President at this time was Grover Clevland)

The newly created Navajo County made Holbrook, founded in 1881 its
county seat

There was obviously a need for law enforcement in Navajo County and
Holbrook soon brought in Sheriff Commodore Perry Owens to settle down
the lawlesselements.

Owens was appointed asits first sheriff, a
position he held until Frank Wattron was
electedto the postin 1896




SHERIFF COMMODORE PERRY OWENS

Upon taking office the Sheriff was
entrusted with 14 bench warrants that
were left un-served.

Among the warrants was Tombstone bad
man lke Clanton and rustler Andrew
Cooper.

In September 1887 Owens attempted to
serve the warrant he held for Cooper. On
September 4 Sheriff Owens went to
Blevins cottage in Holbrook. There were
12 people inside the house. Cooper
opened the door with pistol in hand.
Sheriff Owens order him out of the house.
Cooper refused and closed the door on
the Sheriff. The Sheriff dropped his rifle to
his side and shot Cooper through the door
hitting Cooper in his stomach.




SHERIFF COMMODORE PERRY OWENS

Andrewds half brot her , John Bl evi ns,
right and fired a shot at the Sheriff. He missed and killed Coopers saddle

horse which was tied to a tree. Owens turned toward this assailant and

fired, wounding John Blevins in the arm, and putting him out of the fight.

Owens then backed out into the street so he could see all sides of the
house. Seeing Cooper moving inside, Owens fired a third time through the
front wall of the cottage striking Cooper in the right hip.

A man named Mose Roberts , who was boarding with the family, jumped
out of a window. Roberts saw the Sheriff then turned to run. Owens shot
him. The bullet passing through his back and out of his chest.

Legend had it Mose also had a gun.

At this moment fifteen year old Samuel Blevins ran out the front door
gripping his brothers revolver which was taken from the wounded outlaw.
His mother tried to hold him back. As the boy went toward the Sheriff,
Owens fired once more, killing the boy instantly. This whole incident
reportedly took less than one minute and this shoot out made Owens a
Legend.
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In 1898, the county erected a new courthouse that would become the scene of a
number of notorious trials over the years. The basement of the courthouse housed
the jail cells, manufactured as complete units in St. Louis, Missouri and shipped to
Holbrook on railroad flatcars. The small, dark cells were very effective throughout

the years.

1898 to 1976




LEGEND OF THE OLD JAIL/COURTHOUS

It is also home to a couple of resident ghosts! The most prominent spirit lurking
about this historic building is none other than George Smiley, the one and only
man ever hanged at the courthouse. After keeping his date with the noose in
1900, he has been seen wandering about the building and pacing up and
down the stairs. Historical Society staff also blames this old ghost on doors
that seemingly close on their own according, strange noises heard throughout
the building, and objects that are mysteriously moved.

Another entity seen looking out of the windows is a woman that staff identifies
as a former prisoner named " Mary. o Acc
one of the old jail cells while looking out a window and longing for her freedom.

Today, this historic courthouse should be the first stop for Holbrook visitors as

staff will gladly provide maps, directions and information about the area. The
museum provides information on Navajo
pottery, Native American art displays, artifacts of Holbrook's early pioneers and
businesses, and a tour through the old county jail. During the summer months,
Native American dancers offer free performances weekday evenings at the
courthouse.
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The historic building continued to serve the Navajo County public up until 1976
when a new governmental center was established south of Holbrook.

SHERIFF

1989 to 1976 1976 to Present New Jail



Original County Court House

Jall
Both the Pinetop and Show Low
Jail were built by Deputy Sheriff
Pinetop Jail Ray !3ut|_er while working under
Sheriff Divelbess.




NEWEST JAIL EXPANSION

" Female Trustee Pod ~ Soft Booking 4

ale Trustee Pod

Dayroom 4
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SHERIEES OF NAVAJ

Commodore Owens- FJ Wattron- FP Secrist-
3/1895 to 12/1896 1/1897 to 12/1900 01/1901 to 12/1902











































































































































































