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NAVAJO COUNTY NEWS 

Thank You Jimmy Jayne: 

14 Years of Service 

“Thank you for all you’ve done for my 

family, for this county, and for the 

[Navajo] Nation.” 

 - Navajo Vice President Jonathan Nez 

 

“You’re one of the top 3 mentors that 

have made me the leader I am. 

Thank you.” 

 - Navajo County Sheriff KC Clark 

 

“You leave Navajo County stronger 

and better than you found it… I wish 

you and your family all the best in 

this coming season of your life.” 

 - District IV Supervisor Steve Williams 

 

“We’re going to miss you, and I wish 

you well in your new endeavor. 

Thank you for all you’ve done for 

Navajo County and its citizens.” 

 - District III Supervisor Jason Whiting 

 

It’s Been 14 years since we went 

through those applications… We saw 

someone who would be there for our 

residents 24/7, and Jimmy has   

proven us right.” 

 - Former Supervisor Percy Deal 

 

“This is an opportunity to move for-

ward, and I wish [Jimmy] the best. I 

want to thank you for the time you 

spent with me.” 

 - Former Supervisor JR Despain 

 

“We set a new environment for coop-

eration and discussion between the 

County and the college.” 

 - NPC President 

 BOS Appoints Interim County 

Manager 

 The Navajo County Board of Supervisors        
unanimously approved County Manager James 
Jayne’s recommendation to appoint Public Works 
Director Glenn Kephart as the Interim County      
Manager during the Board meeting on Tuesday, July 
25th. 
 
 “Glenn is a demonstrated public management pro-
fessional who does a great job of working with folks 
to find solutions to get things done,” Jayne said. “I 
look forward to seeing the progress he makes in this 
role.” 
 
 Mr. Kephart has been with Navajo County since 
June 2016, and carries a bachelors degree in       
engineering from Penn State University, and a    
masters degree in public administration from Western 
International University. 
 
 Prior to his arrival at Navajo County, Mr. Kephart 
worked as the Public Works Director for the City of 
Coral Gables in Florida, and the City of Tempe in 
Arizona. 
 
 “I am humbled and honored by this appointment, 
and I understand the importance of this commitment,” 
Kephart said. “I thank Jimmy [Jayne] for his great 
example, and we will continue his good efforts to 
serve this community.” 
 
 Mr. Kephart will move into the role of County    
Manager on Monday, August 7th, following James 
Jayne’s final day with Navajo County on August 4th. 
 
 “I’ve worked with Glenn quite a bit, and he’s always 
been willing to do what he’s asked.” 
  - Chairman of the Board Jesse Thompson 

 
 “I too support Glenn in this position. In the short 
time I’ve known him, he’s been professional in his 
work.” 
  - District I Supervisor Lee Jack Sr. 

 
 “I think Glenn has been a great team member and 
addition to our Navajo County community. He’s been 
an asset to my district, and I know he’ll continue to be 
a champion for us.” 
  - District V Supervisor Dawnafe Whitesinger 

 
 “My experience working with Glenn echoes what 
Jimmy [Jayne] touched on. He’s a professional with   
integrity, and he’s a problem solver.” 
  - District IV Supervisor Steve Williams 

 
“He’s extremely dependable, very responsive to   
requests from staff and members of the public, and 
he has my confidence.” 
  - District III Supervisor Jason Whiting 

http://www.navajocountyaz.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6KQ5oyjFdI&t=513s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k6KQ5oyjFdI&t=513s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0DGrpOO4_s
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Prairie Dog Fleas Test Positive for Plague Outside Taylor 

Taylor, AZ - Navajo County Public Health officials confirmed that fleas collected in 
the Taylor area have tested positive for plague (Yersinia pestis). 

The tests were conducted by the Center for Pathogen and Microbiome Institute at 
Northern Arizona University.  

NCHD have notified the residents and the burrows, which are located on private 
property, will be treated. The area will be closely monitored to determine if further 
action is required.  

Navajo County Health Department is urging the public to take precautions to reduce 
their risk of exposure to this serious disease, which can be present in fleas, rodents, 
rabbits and predators that feed upon these animals. The disease can be transmitted 
to humans and other animals by the bite of an infected flea or by direct contact with 
an infected animal. To limit possible exposure, people are encouraged to avoid ro-
dent burrows and keep dogs on a leash as required by Arizona State law. 

An abundance of active prairie dogs doesn’t indicate disease is present. However, a 
sudden die-off of prairie dogs and rodents, may be an indicator of plague. Persons 
noticing a sudden die-off of rodents or rabbits are urged to contact the Navajo 
County Health Department. 

Symptoms of plague in humans generally appear within two to six days following 
exposure and include the following:  fever, chills, headache, weakness, muscle 
pain, and swollen lymph glands (called “buboes”) in the groin, armpits or limbs. The 
disease can become septicemic (spreading throughout the bloodstream) and/or 
pneumonic (affecting the lungs), but is curable with proper antibiotic therapy if diag-
nosed and treated early.  

Persons living, working, camping or visiting in areas where plague and/or rodents 
are known to be present are urged to take the following precautions to reduce their 
risk of exposure: 

 Do not handle sick or dead animals 

 Prevent pets from roaming loose (pets can pick up the infected fleas of wild ani-
mals, and then pass fleas on to their human owners) 

 De-flea pets routinely (contact your veterinarian for specific recommendations) 

 Avoid rodent burrows and fleas 

 Use insect repellents when visiting or working in areas where plague might be 
active or rodents might be present (campers, hikers, woodcutters and hunters) 

 Wear rubber gloves and other protection when cleaning and skinning wild ani-
mals 

 Do not camp next to rodent burrows and avoid sleeping directly on the ground 

 Be aware that cats are highly susceptible to this disease and while they can get 
sick from a variety of illnesses, a sick cat (especially one allowed to run at large 
outside) should receive care by a veterinarian for proper diagnosis and treat-
ment to reduce human exposure to plague 

In case of illness see your physician immediately as treatment with antibiotics is 
very effective. 

More information is available at https://www.cdc.gov/plague/. 

http://www.navajocountyaz.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/plague/
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 Despite the influx of moisture, the region 

still remains vulnerable to wildfires. However, 

many communities across the region are 

expanding efforts to prevent future issues by 

becoming Firewise. 

 

 Firewise USA programs teach residents 

how to adapt to living with wildfire and      

encourages neighbors to work together and 

take action to prevent losses. This includes 

properly storing wood, clearing property of 

flammable debris, an keeping trees trim and 

safely away from homes. 

 

 Over the summer, Firewise events were 

hosted by emergency response teams in 

Heber-Overgaard and Pinetop-Lakeside. 

Making Navajo County Firewise 

 Beginning in July, Navajo County and 

surrounding regions have seen consistent 

moisture and thunderstorms sweep through 

the region. 

 Heavy rain and hail has caused flooding 

in areas across the region, including down-

town Holbrook and communities near the 

Cedar Creek Fire scar. 

 Flooding has also contributed to the   

temporary closure of roads in communities 

across the White Mountains, as well as the 

Navajo and Apache reservations. 

Monsoon Season Brings Heavy 

Rain & Flooding to the Region 

Navajo County Students are Headed Back to School 

 As local children head back to school, follow these 

tips to help keep your students on track: 

 

 Stay alert for bus stops and crosswalks 

 SLOW DOWN in a school zone 

 Build in a few extra minutes if traveling through a 

school zone during school hours (expect delays) 

 ALWAYS WATCH FOR CHILDREN CROSSING 

ROADS DURING SCHOOL HOURS 

BOS Approves the Budget for 

Fiscal Year 2018 

Information provided by the National Weather Service 

 During the Board meeting on Tuesday, July 

11th, the Navajo County Board of Supervisors 

approved the final budget for the 2018 fiscal 

year. 

 
 The final version of the budget included a 5 

cent property tax increase, equaling $6.50/year 

per property in Navajo County on average 

(equivalent to less than one value meal at a 

standard fast food institution). 

 
 “Each Department throughout Navajo County 
has done a tremendous job cutting expenses,” 

Chairman of the Board Jesse Thompson said. 
“Our team has already cut $2.5 million, but with 
continual increases in costs as revenue stays 

flat, it still isn’t enough to provide a balanced 
budget for the future. We believe the decision 
today will provide the needed funding to best 

serve our residents.” 
 
 Extra costs facing Navajo County in the up-

coming year include an increase of $50,000 to 

State Cost Shifts (totaling more than $500,000 

each year in payments to the State), $60,000 in 

Software license fees, and a $1.2 million in 

Healthcare costs. In the near future, the County 

will also see an estimated $500,000 increase to 

new State retirement costs. 

 
 A levy increase of 5 cents provides $421,000 

for the County. This addition, plus the $2.5 mil-

lion cut, allows the County to create a balanced 

budget for Fiscal Year 18 and beyond. 

 

 “The County will be in a better place to pro-
vide support for essential services such as pub-
lic safety in the face of increasing costs and the 

State continuing to take over $500,000 from 
Navajo County each year,” Assistant County 
Manager Bryan Layton said.  

http://www.navajocountyaz.gov/
http://www.navajocountyaz.gov/Departments/Emergency-Management-and-Preparedness/Ready-Navajo-County-Notification-System/Ready-Navajo-County-Registration

