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ARTICLE 6. CAMP GROUNDS

R9-8-611. Scope
The regulations in this Article shall apply to any city, county, city
and county, village, community, institution, person, firm or corpora-
tion operating, maintaining or offering for public use within the
state of Arizona any tract of land on which persons may camp or
picnic either free of charge or by payment of a fee. Each and every
owner and lessee of any public camp or picnic ground shall be held
responsible for full compliance with these regulations.

R9-8-612. Supervision
A. The management of every public camp or picnic ground shall

assume responsibility for maintaining in good repair all sani-
tary appliances on said ground and shall promptly bring such
action as may be necessary to prosecute or eject from such
ground any person who willfully or maliciously damages such
appliances or any person who in any way fails to comply with
these regulations.

B. At least one caretaker shall be employed by the management
to visit said camp or picnic ground every day that campers or
picnickers occupy said ground. Such caretaker shall do what-
ever may be necessary to keep said ground and its equipment
in a clean and sanitary condition.

C. Each camping party shall be allotted usable space of not less
than 350 square feet.

R9-8-613. Water supply
A. The water supply system shall be in accordance with Article 2

of this Chapter and shall be provided in ample quantity to meet
all requirements of the maximum number of persons using
such ground at any time. Said water supply shall be easily
obtained from its source or on a pipe distribution system from
faucets which shall be located not more than 300 feet from a
camp or picnic spot within such ground. If water supply is
obtained direct from above-ground source, said source must be
covered properly and water withdrawn by means of open pipe
or faucet as approved by the Department. In no case can dip-
ping from open springs, seeps or wells be permitted.

B. Any water considered unsafe for human consumption in the
vicinity of such ground, to which campers or picnickers may
have access, shall be either eliminated or purified or shall be
kept posted with placards definitely warning persons against
its use.

R9-8-614. Protection against fires
No fires shall at any time be so located as to endanger automobiles
or other property in the camp ground. No fires shall be left unat-
tended at any time, and all fires shall be completely extinguished
before leaving.

R9-8-615. Sewage and refuse disposal

A. Supervision and equipment: Supervision and equipment suffi-
cient to prevent littering of the ground with rubbish, garbage
or other refuse shall be provided and maintained. Fly-tight
depositories for such materials shall be provided and conspicu-
ously located. Each and every camp or picnic spot on said
ground shall be within a distance of not over 200 feet from
such a depository. These depositories shall not be permitted to
become foul smelling or unsightly or breeding places for flies.

B. The method of final sewage or refuse disposal utilized in con-
nection with the operation of any camp or picnic ground shall
be such as to create no nuisance.

C. Basins: A sufficient number of basins, iron hoppers or sinks
shall be provided and each shall be connected with a sewerage
system; these are to be used for the disposal of domestic waste
waters.

R9-8-616. Toilets

Fly-tight privies or water-flushed toilets shall be provided and shall
be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. Separate toilets for
men and women shall be provided, one for each 25 men and one for
each 25 women or fraction thereof of the maximum number of per-
sons occupying such ground at any time. No camp or picnic spot
within such ground shall be at a greater distance than 400 feet from
both a women’s and men’s toilet. The location of all toilets shall be
plainly indicated by signs.

R9-8-617. Construction and maintenance of buildings
If cottages, cabins, tent houses, dwelling houses or other structures
to be used for human habitation are erected in any public camping
ground, the following requirements in their construction shall be
observed: (Note: All local building ordinances must be complied
with in addition to observing the following requirements.)

1. All wood floors shall be raised at least 18 inches above
the ground and space underneath such floors shall be left
open and free from obstruction on at least two opposite
sides. All floors shall be constructed of tongue and
groove material.

2. Interior walls shall be of surfaced lumber or other mate-
rial that may easily be kept clean and shall be constructed
so that they may always be kept in a thoroughly clean
condition.

3. No room for sleeping purposes shall have less than 500
cubic feet of air space for each occupant.

4. The area of window space in each sleeping room shall be
equal to at least one-eighth of the floor area of the room.

5. Windows of sleeping rooms shall be so constructed that
at least half of each window can be opened.

6. Cooking, including the preparation and storing of food
must not be allowed in any room used for sleeping. Parti-
tions and doors between cooking and sleeping rooms
must be tight.

7. If kitchen is provided, it must be equipped with running
water and a sink connected with a sewerage system or
septic tank. Kitchen must be screened against flies and
mosquitoes.

8. If inside toilet is provided it must be water flushed and
connected with a sewerage system or septic tank. Room
containing such toilets must have window opening to the
outside air. Bath and lavatory must be connected with
sewerage system or septic tank.

10. Covered metal garbage containers must be provided, at
least one for every two buildings.

11. Buildings shall be cleaned daily and after each occupancy
shall be thoroughly cleaned. If bedding is provided it
must be kept in a clean condition.
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As described in R9-8-1312(A), the Navajo County Public Health 
Services District is designated by the Arizona Department of Health 
Services to enforce these regulations within Navajo County, Arizona. 

The requirements listed here represent the minimum requirements 
provided under the Arizona Administrative Code. Local jurisdictions may 
have more stringent requirements and it is the duty of the operator to 
discover and comply with all local building, zoning, fire,  safety, and any 
other local codes that may apply. The Navajo Public Health Services 
District will not issue a ‘Permit to Operate’ should a establishment fail to 
comply with all applicable local codes pertaining to the same subject 
matter as the above regulations. 

To contact the Navajo County Department of Environmental Health: 

Holbrook Office 
117 East Buffalo Street 
Holbrook, AZ  86025 
(928) 524-4750

Show Low Office 
600 N. 9th Dr.            
Show Low, AZ  85901 
(928) 532-6050

(Reprinted from the Arizona Administrative Code, Department of Health 
Services—Food, Recreational and Institutional Sanitation: Title 9, Ch. 
8, Article 6. Campgrounds, 12/31/11) 
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R9-8-401. Definitions
In this Article, unless otherwise requires:

1. “Applicant” means an individual requesting a license from 
the Department or a county to operate a children’s camp.

2. “Bathing place” has the same meaning as in 9 A.A.C. 8, 
Article 8.

3. “Camp director” means an individual who runs, main-tains, 
or otherwise controls or directs the functions of a children’s 
camp.

4. “Children’s camp” has the same meaning as in A.R.S. §
8-551.

5. “County” means a governmental entity that has a delega-tion 
agreement with the Department as prescribed in A.R.S. § 
8-568.

6. “Delegation agreement” has the same meaning as in 
A.R.S. § 41-1001.

7. “Department” means the Arizona Department of Health 
Services.

8. “Food establishment” has the same meaning as in 9 
A.A.C. 8, Article 1. 

R9-8-402. Initial and Renewal License Application Process

A. An applicant shall submit a completed license application 
form in subsection (B) to:
1. The county in which the children’s camp is located, if the 

county has a delegation agreement with the Department 
under A.R.S. § 8-568; or

2. The Department, if there is no delegation agreement.
B. An applicant shall submit a completed license application 

form provided by the Department or a county that contains:
1. The name, mailing address, and telephone number of the 

children’s camp;
2. The county in which the children’s camp is located;
3. The name, telephone number, and mailing address of the 

applicant;
4. The name, telephone number, and if applicable, e-mail 

address of the camp director;
5. The dates of operation of the children’s camp;
6. The number of individuals the children’s camp can 

accommodate;
7. Whether there is a food establishment in the children’s 

camp;
8. Whether there is a bathing place in the children’s camp;
9. The potable water supply source at the children’s camp;
10. The type of sewage disposal system;
11. Whether the application is for an initial or a renewal 

license; and 
12. The signature of the applicant.

C. With the completed license application, an applicant shall 
include a map that specifies the location of the children’s 
camp, and:
1. For an initial license:

a. If applying to the Department, a fee of $100, or
b. If applying to a county, a fee established according 

to A.R.S. § 8-553(B).
2. For a renewal license:

a. If applying to the Department, a fee of $25 or
b. If applying to a county, a fee established according 

to A.R.S. § 8-553(B).
CI. The Department or a county begins reviewing applications on 

May 1 of each year. 

R9-8-403. Time-frames

ARTICLE 4. CHILDREN’S CAMPS

A. The overall time-frame described in A.R.S. § 41-1072 for an
initial or a renewal license granted by the Department or
county is 60 days. The applicant and the Department or a
county may agree in writing to extend the substantive review
time-frame and the overall time-frame. An extension of the
substantive time-frame and the overall time-frame shall not
exceed 25% of the overall time-frame.

B. The administrative completeness review time-frame described
in A.R.S. § 41-1072 for an initial or a renewal license granted
by the Department or a county is 30 days and begins on May 1
of each year or on the date the application is received if after
May 1.
1. The Department or a county shall mail notice of adminis-

trative completeness or deficiencies to the applicant
within the administrative completeness review time-
frame.
a. A notice of deficiencies shall list each deficiency

and the information and documentation needed to
complete the license application.

b. If the Department or a county issues a notice of defi-
ciencies within the administrative completeness
review time-frame, the administrative completeness
review time-frame and the overall time-frame are
suspended from the date that the notice is issued
until the date the Department or a county receives
the missing information from the applicant.

c. If the applicant fails to submit to the Department or a
county all the information and documents listed in
the notice of deficiencies within 60 days of the date
the Department or a county mailed the notice of
deficiencies, the Department or county deems the
license application withdrawn.

2. If the Department or a county issues a license to the appli-
cant during the administrative completeness review time-
frame, the Department or a county does not issue a sepa-
rate written notice of administrative completeness.

C. The substantive review time-frame described in A.R.S. § 41-
1072 is 30 days and begins on the date the notice of adminis-
trative completeness is mailed to the applicant.
1. The Department or a county shall mail a children’s camp

license or a written notification of denial of the license
application to the applicant within the substantive review
time-frame.

2. As part of the substantive-review time-frame for a chil-
dren’s camp license, the Department or a county may
conduct an inspection of the children’s camp to determine
whether the children’s camp has complied with the appli-
cable requirements in subsection (C)(4) or (C)(5).

3. If the Department or a county issues a comprehensive 
written request or supplemental request for information, 
the substantive review time-frame and the overall time-
frame are suspended from the date the Department or a 
county issues the request until the date the Department or 
a county receives all of the information.

4. If an applicant applying to the Department meets all the 
requirements under A.R.S. Title 8, Chapter 6, Article 1, 
and these rules, the Department shall issue a license to the 
applicant. 
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3. If the Department or a county issues a comprehensive
written request or supplemental request for information,
the substantive review time-frame and the overall time-
frame are suspended from the date the Department or a
county issues the request until the date the Department or
a county receives all of the information.

4. If an applicant applying to the Department meets all the
requirements under A.R.S. Title 8, Chapter 6, Article 1,
and these rules, the Department shall issue a license to the
applicant.

5. If an applicant applying to a county meets all the require-
ments under A.R.S. Title 8, Chapter 6, Article 1, these
rules, and county requirements consistent with A.R.S.
Title 8, Chapter 6, Article 1, a county shall issue a license
to the applicant.

6. If the Department or a county disapproves a license appli-
cation, the Department or a county shall send the appli-
cant a written notice of disapproval setting forth the
reasons for disapproval and all other information required
in A.R.S. § 41-1076.

D. If a time-frame’s last day is on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal

holiday, the Department or a county considers the next 
busi-ness day as the time-frame’s last day.

As described in R9-8-1312(A), the Navajo County Public Health 
Services District is designated by the Arizona Department of Health 
Services to enforce these regulations within Navajo County, Arizona. 

The requirements listed here represent the minimum requirements 
provided under the Arizona Administrative Code. Local jurisdictions may 
have more stringent requirements and it is the duty of the operator to 
discover and comply with all local building, zoning, fire,  safety, and any 
other local codes that may apply. The Navajo Public Health Services 
District will not issue a ‘Permit to Operate’ should a establishment fail to 
comply with all applicable local codes pertaining to the same subject 
matter as the above regulations. 

To contact the Navajo County Department of Environmental Health: 

Holbrook Office 
117 East Buffalo Street 
Holbrook, AZ  86025 
(928) 524-4750

Show Low Office 
600 N. 9th Dr.            
Show Low, AZ  85901 
(928) 532-6050

(Reprinted from the Arizona Administrative Code, Department of Health 
Services—Food, Recreational and Institutional Sanitation: Title 9, Ch. 
8, Article 4. Childrens Camps, 12/31/11) 
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