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PROJECT SUMMARY 
Project Type:  Highway 

Location:  Arizona, Hopi Nation, Congressional District 1 
    Rural Indian Country 

 
TIGER Grant Funds Requested:  $21.9 million 
 
Application contains no confidential information 

PRIMARY POINT OF CONTACT 
Mary A. Felter, Tribal Secretary/Acting CEO 

The Hopi Tribe 

P.O. Box 123, Kykotsmovi, Arizona 86039 

Office: 928-734-3131 

Cell: 928-863-9567 

Fax: 928-734-3139  

E-mail: mfelter@hopi.nsn.us 

             maryfelter@yahoo.com;  

             grants.administrator@navajocountyaz.gov 

Agency Web site: None. 

DUNS: 116136961 

 Legal Business Name ς Hopi Tribe 

CCR: Active in CCR; Registration valid until 06/17/2010 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Major Connector Route from  Pinon,  Black Mesa, Forest Lake, Tachee/Blue Gap, Whippoorwill, Low 

Mountain, Polacca , Keams Canyon, Forest Lakes, Second Mesa from these Navajo Nation and Hopi Tribe 

Reservation communities to Arizona State Hwy 264. 

Hopi BIA Route 60 Project 

The Hopi Route 60 road is a major artery of traffic flow for residents, schools, emergency vehicles, and 

commercial vendors. Due to a substandard 13.7 mile stretch of dirt road both the Hopi and Navajo 

mailto:mfelter@hopi.nsn.us
mailto:maryfelter@yahoo.com
mailto:grants.administrator@navajocountyaz.gov
http://www.website.com/
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Tribes economy and way of life suffers.  Without the construction of a paved roadway the Hopi and 

Navajo Tribes will continue to be significantly hampered in their ability to provide a safe and reliable 

access route and remain stagnant economically.   

Hopi BIA Route 60 is the most direct route from regional commercial and industrial hubs of Flagstaff, 

Winslow, Holbrook and Show Low to residential communities on the Hopi Tribe Reservation and Navajo 

Nation and other tribal destinations. 

The Hopi BIA Route 60 improvements are targeting investments aimed at improving safety and 

enhancing mobility to stimulate growth in this important northern Navajo County commercial area.  

Hopi BIA Route 60 is located in one of the most economically depressed counties in Arizona.  The entire 

county is a designated Enterprise Zone to stimulate economic growth due to high poverty and 

unemployment rates.  Census Bureau data shows that between 2005 and 2007 18.8 percent of Navajo 

County families lived in poverty.  This is 82 percent higher than the statewide average for the same time 

period. 

¢ƘŜ IƻǇƛ ŀƴŘ bŀǾŀƧƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ a struggle as they are constantly reminded of 

the unsafe access route to Hopi ranches, farms, Hopi Junior/Senior High School, Northland Pioneer 

College, Northern Arizona University, U.S. Indian Health Services, Hopi Health Care Center, Hopi Villages, 

BIA Hopi Agency, Polacca Airport, Low Mountain School and Community, Pinon Unified School District, 

Pinon Community School  and Community, Chinle Unified School District, the Navajo Reservation and 

commercial businesses as they travel over the unpaved and poorly graded road. 

Figure 1: Deteriorated Hopi BIA Route 60 at Cattle Guard. 
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Figure 2: Hopi BIA Route 60 school bus transporting students in dry conditions stirring up dirt. 

This road is located in a remote area beginning at State Route 264 and mile post 396 near First Mesa.  

The road then heads north 13.7 miles to the Navajo/Hopi boundary and then ties into the Navajo-BIA 

Route N65. Route N65 intersects Navajo-BIA N4. 

Figure 3: Hopi BIA Route 60, also known as Low Mountain Road. 
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In 1971, vertical and horizontal road geometric surveys were conducted in which the U.S. Department of 

Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Superintendent submitted a Grant of Easement for Right-of-Way to 

άΧŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘΣ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅ IƻǇƛ wƻǳǘŜ сл ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ bŀǾŀƧƻ IƻǇƛ Wƻƛƴǘ ¦ǎŜ !ǊŜŀέ 

pursuant to a memorandum  from the Navajo Tribal Council Chairman dated October 2, 2003. In 

ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ !ǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ά!έ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ мΥ 

ά¢ƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ-of-way in a workmanlike maƴƴŜǊέΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ 

never constructed in a manner that aided the Hopi and Navajo Tribes to experience the benefits of safe 

travel and economically prosperous opportunities.  

It is apparent resources for repair of the road or construction of a paved road has been a disheartening 

ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ IƻǇƛ ŀƴŘ bŀǾŀƧƻ ¢ǊƛōŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀŎŜŘ άǊƻŀŘōƭƻŎƪέ ŀŦǘŜǊ άǊƻŀŘōƭƻŎƪέ ƛƴ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

this second-rate road improved. Documentation readily available by administration points to roadway 

issues and attempts to remedy the problem; however, either funding or equipment was not available or 

both.  

 

Over the decades various natural and human factors and lack of sufficient maintenance funding has 

attributed to the roadway turning into such a state of disrepair that travel between communities at 

times is virtually nonexistent.  It is not uncommon for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Road Agency (BIA) to 

be called out to rescue stranded citizens during monsoon seasonal weather or during the snowing 

winter months. In months with adverse weather conditions, flood waters from rain and snow make 

driving on the road nearly impassable because of muddy conditions, see Figure 4 below. 

Figure 4: Example of adverse weather impeding passage in the vicinity. 
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In preparation of this grant proposal staff was taken out to assess the current condition of the road. 

Although the monsoon season has been exceptionally mild with little rain, it is apparent how the 

traveling population struggles to avoid the washboard and pothole infested roadway, see Figure 5 

below. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travelers have cǊŜŀǘŜŘ άǎƛŘŜ ǊƻŀŘǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ, 

see Figure 6 below. This exacerbates the problem of flooding as the roadway is lower than the flow of 

water surrounded by high banks creating an excellent opportunity for rain water to collect and further 

ŜǊƻŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ άƛƴŎƘ ōȅ ƛƴŎƘέ ŀǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘƻǊƳ 

passes by. 

 

 

Figure 5Υ IƻǇƛ .L! wƻǳǘŜ сл ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǿŀǎƘōƻŀǊŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ 

and reduces timely travel. 
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It is a fact, that years of grading has lowered the road elevation to a point it attracts and responds 

negatively to the smallest change in environment, whether it is weather related or due to increasingly 

large travel, see Figure 7 below. For example, BIA issued a letter to a commercial company advising their 

delivery trucks were no longer allowed on the roadway as the drainage pipes were being crushed and 

advancing the deterioration of the roadway to the point of not being repairable, which is where it is at 

right now.  

Figure 6: Hopi BIA Route 60 altered drainage and shoulder due to severe sub-standard 

condition of roadway. 


