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ARTICLE 11. COLLECTION, TRANSPORTATION, AND 
DISPOSAL OF HUMAN EXCRETA

Article 11 recodified from existing Sections in 18 A.A.C. 8, Arti-cle 
6 at 8 A.A.R. 5172, effective November 27, 2002 (Supp. 02-4).

R18-13-1102. Definitions

A. “Chemical toilet” means a toilet with a watertight, impervious 
pail or tank that contains a chemical solution placed directly 
under the seat and a pipe or conduit that connects the riser to 
the tank.

B. “Department” means the Department of Environmental Qual-
ity or a local health department designated by the Department.

C. “Earth-pit privy” means a device for disposal of human 
excreta in a pit in the earth.

D. “Human excreta” means human fecal and urinary discharges 
and includes any waste that contains this material.

E. “License” means a stamp, seal, or numbered certificate issued 
by the Department.

F. “Pail or can type privy” means a privy equipped with a water-
tight container, located directly under the seat for receiving 
deposits of human excreta, that provides for removal of a 
waste receptacle that can be emptied and cleaned.

G. “Person” means the state, a municipality, district or other polit-
ical subdivision, a cooperative, institution, corporation, com-
pany, firm, partnership, or individual.

H. “Sewage” means the waste from toilets, baths, sinks, lavato-
ries, laundries, and other plumbing fixtures in residences, 
institutions, public and business buildings, mobile homes, and 
other places of human habitation, employment, or recreation. 
 

R18-13-1103. General Requirements; License Fees
A. Any person owning or operating a vehicle or appurtenant

equipment used to store, collect, transport, or dispose of sew-
age or human excreta that is removed from a septic tank or
other onsite wastewater treatment facility; earth pit privy, pail
or can type privy, or other type of privy; sewage vault; or fixed
or transportable chemical toilet shall obtain a license for each
vehicle from the Department. The person shall apply, in writ-
ing, on forms furnished by the Department and shall demon-
strate that each vehicle is designed and constructed to meet the
requirements of this Article.

B. A person shall operate and maintain the vehicle and equipment
so that a health hazard, environmental nuisance, or violation of
a water quality standard established under 18 A.A.C. 11 is not
created.

3. Each vehicle license may be renewed if:
a. The annual license fee is paid,
b. The owner or operator is in compliance with subsec-

tion (D),
c. The vehicle is operated by the same person for the

same purpose, and
d. The vehicle is maintained according to this Article.

4. The license is not transferable either from person to per-
son or from vehicle to vehicle.

5. The license holder shall ensure that the license number is
plainly and durably inscribed in contrasting colors on the
side door panels of the vehicle and the rear face of the
tank in figures not less than 3 inches high, and that the
numbers are legible at all times.

D. Any person owning or operating a vehicle or appurtenant
equipment used to collect, store, transport, or dispose of sew-
age or human excreta shall obtain any required permit from the 
local county authority in each county in which the person pro-
poses to operate.

Historical Note
Recodified from R18-8-603 at 8 A.A.R. 5172, effective 
November 27, 2002 (Supp. 02-4). Section repealed; new

R18-13-1106. Inspection
The Department may inspect vehicles and appurtenant equipment 
used to collect, store, transport, or dispose sewage or human excreta 
as necessary to assure compliance with this Article.

C. License terms.
1.

2.

For each vehicle newly licensed after June 30, 2012, the
initial license fee shall be $250 and shall be submitted
with the license application. After initial licensure of a
vehicle, the Department will renew the license annually
after payment of a $75 fee according to subsection (C)(3).
The licensee shall submit the Department approved
renewal form and annual license fee to the Department no
later than 30 days before expiration.
For those vehicles licensed before July 1, 2012, the initial
license fee shall be $75 and shall be paid within 30 days
of receipt of an invoice from the Department. The license
shall be valid for one year. The licensee shall submit the
Department approved renewal form and the annual
license fee of $75 to the Department no later than 30 days
before expiration.
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R18-13-1112. Sanitary Requirements
A. A person owning or operating a vehicle or appurtenant equip-

ment to collect, store, transport, or dispose of sewage or
human excreta shall ensure that:

1. Sewage and human excreta is collected, stored, trans-
ported, and disposed of in a sanitary manner and does not
endanger the public health or create an environmental
nuisance;

2. The vehicle is equipped with a leak-proof and fly-tight
container that has a capacity of at least 750 gallons and all
portable containers, pumps, hoses, tools, and other imple-
ments are stored within a covered and fly-tight enclosure
when not in use;

3. Contents intended for removal are transferred as quickly
as possible by means of a portable fly-tight container or
suction pump and hose to the transportation container.

4. The transportation container is tightly closed and made
fly-tight immediately after the contents have been trans-
ferred,

5. Portable containers are kept fly-tight while being trans-
ported to and from the vehicle,

6. Any waste dropped or spilled in the process of collection
is cleaned up immediately and the area disinfected;

7. The vehicle, tools, and equipment are maintained in good
repair at all times and, at the end of each day’s work, all
portable containers, transportation containers, suction
pumps, hose, and other tools are cleaned and disinfected;
and

8. All wastes collected are disposed of according to the rec-
ommendations of the local county health department and
that no change in the recommended method of disposal is
made without its prior approval. The local county health
department shall recommend disposal by one of the fol-
lowing methods:
a. At a designated point into a sewage treatment facil-

ity or sewage collection system with the approval of
the owner or operator of the facility or system,

b. By burying all wastes from chemical toilets in an
area approved by the local county health depart-
ment, or

c. Into a sanitary landfill with approval of the owner or
operator of the landfill and following any precau-
tions designated by the owner and operator to pro-
tect the health of the workers and the public.

B. Open dumping is prohibited except in designated areas
approved by the local county health department.

R18-13-1116. Suspension and Revocation
A. If a Department inspection indicates that a licensed vehicle is

not maintained and operated or work cannot be performed
according to this Article, the Department shall notify the
owner in writing of all violations noted.

B. The Department shall give the owner a reasonable period of
time to correct the violations and comply with the provisions
of this Article. If the owner fails to comply within the time
limit specified, the Department may suspend or revoke the
vehicle license based on the number and severity of violations.
The Department shall follow the provisions of A.R.S. Title 41,
Chapter, Article 10 in any suspension or revocation proceed-
ing.

C. The Department shall consider the revocation or suspension of
a permit by a local health department for violation of this Arti-
cle as grounds for revocation of the vehicle license. The local
health department shall immediately suspend both the vehicle
license and the permit issued by the local health department
for gross violation of this Article if in the opinion of the local
health department a serious health hazard or environmental
nuisance exists.

D. The owner of the vehicle whose license is suspended or
revoked may appeal the final administrative decision as per-
mitted under A.R.S. § 41-1092.08.

R18-13-1117. Reinstatement
Upon request of the vehicle owner, the Department may reinstate a 
suspended or revoked vehicle license following a Department rein-
spection and based on an evaluation of compliance with the require-
ments of this Article.

As described in R9-8-1312(A), the Navajo County Public Health 
Services District is designated by the Arizona Department of Health 
Services to enforce these regulations within Navajo County, Arizona. 

The requirements listed here represent the minimum requirements 
provided under the Arizona Administrative Code. Local jurisdictions may 
have more stringent requirements and it is the duty of the operator to 
discover and comply with all local building, zoning, fire,  safety, and any 
other local codes that may apply. The Navajo Public Health Services 
District will not issue a ‘Permit to Operate’ should a establishment fail to 
comply with all applicable local codes pertaining to the same subject 
matter as the above regulations. 

To contact the Navajo County Department of Environmental Health: 

Holbrook Office 
117 East Buffalo Street 
Holbrook, AZ  86025 
(928) 524-4750

Show Low Office 
600 N. 9th Dr.            
Show Low, AZ  85901 
(928) 532-6050

(Reprinted from the Arizona Administrative Code, Department of 
Environmental Quality — Solid Waste Management: Title 18, Ch. 13, 
Article 11. Collection, Transport, & Disposal of Human Excreta, 6/30/12) 




